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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

Dear Friends: 
 
 I will be speaking in the evenings at the JEMS 
(Japanese Evangelical Missions Society) Mt. Hermon 
family camp during the f irst week of  July. As I prepare, I 
have (as always) struggled with what is important to 
teach. It’s funny that as with any teaching I prepare for, I 
go back to some foundations in my life and then move 
forward. More and more, that foundation has been the “Jesus Creed” which 
Jesus our Lord gave us in Matthew 22:34-40, Mark 12:28-31 and Luke 10:27. 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart with all your soul with all your 
mind and with all your strength and love your neighbor as yourself ”. 
 
 As I ref lected on this creed, I realized that because God f irst loved 
us, we are to love God. In fact, His love compels us to that love even if  we 
are prone to wander. We work on our relationship with God; to love Him and 
grow close to Him. Spiritual disciplines, reading and meditating on God’s 
Word, praying, fasting, worshipping, etc. help us to do that. So I wondered, 
“What, if any, are the spiritual disciplines for growing in our love for others?” 
One book that has helped me is called, “Simple Spirituality” written by 
Christopher L. Heuertz of  “Word Made Flesh”. Christopher writes about the 
disciplines of: humility, community, simplicity, submission and brokenness. 
 
 So how do I learn to love others? Jesus our Lord taught by doing and 
being each of  these. He humbled Himself ; He is community (Trinity) and 
formed community; lived simply (...”the son of man has not a place to lay His 
head.”); was submissive (to the Father) and was broken. This is not the view 
of  learning that we learn in college, but then we don’t go to college to learn to 
love. The world does not teach us to love, so we must go to the source of 
love to learn how.  
 
 The point of this is to draw close to the one to be loved, and these 
disciplines will help break down the walls that separate us f rom others. While 
the story of  the Good Samaritan was to identify who was a neighbor, we tend 
to look at this story as to what he did. He stopped, bound the wound, put him 
on his donkey, paid for a place to stay, provided for food and other needs. 
But the real question is why did he stop? The answer is – his spiritual 
condition. He did not feel superior; he was not arrogant or prideful; he was 
not self -centered or greedy; he never saw others as less then himself . That 
was his spiritual condition.  
 
 I am excited to start putting this together for Mt. Hermon but I feel led 
to teach it to GVBC when I come back!  
 

His child, 
 

Pastor Steve 
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ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE 

PROFILE OF ALINA LUCAS 

BY KATHY AISO 

“Gratitude is a God-honoring attitude.” — Our Daily Bread 

Alina Lucas honors God with a heart of gratitude. Alina’s gratitude extends to 
being thankful for where she was born which she feels eventually led her to 
GVBC. 

GVBC — THEE place to be on a Friday night 

“How blessed I am to have been born in Torrance and attend local schools so I 
could eventually f ind out about and go to GVBC. It was a commonly known fact 
among my peers at school that GVBC was THEE place where all the cool kids 
went.” In wanting to join the cool kids, nine-year-old Alina was elated when she 
joined her older brother, Brandon, in attending the Friday evening youth 
meetings. 

A personal encounter with the Lord 

Two years later, Alina began attending Sunday school. While at summer camp, she 
accepted the Lord at age 11. She did not, however, fully understand what her decision 
meant. Understanding would come af ter she had a personal encounter with the Lord in 
high school.  

While in high school, Alina decided to break up with a non-Christian boyfriend. She realized 
the relationship was drawing her further away f rom God and church. Af ter breaking up, she 
pursued the Lord in prayer and asked for God’s forgiveness. God immediately answered!  
An overwhelming sense of  God’s grace and peace filled her heart. It was nothing like 
anything she had ever experienced. “For the f irst time, I realized what grace felt like,” she 
aff irmed. Alina described this pivotal moment as a personal attitude change, resulting in a 
greater desire to know and serve God. 

She aspires to be a writer 

Following graduation f rom North High School in June 2005, Alina attended Biola University 
for one year. She enjoyed taking Bible classes, studying the Word in depth. Transferring to 
El Camino College, Alina earned her A.A. degree in general studies in June 2010. Last 
month, she graduated with a B.A. degree in English f rom U.C.L.A. She aspires to be a 
writer. 

During college, Alina found time to serve as a junior high school leader and later as a high 
school leader. It’s a ministry which she continues to serve. “I love the students!” she 
beams. Alina enjoys interacting and helping to guide them spiritually. It’s fun, serving the 
high school students alongside her husband, Jonny, Pastor Daniel Matsuda, and her 
f riends. 

A creative and unique marriage proposal 

In June 2009, Jonny’s creative and unique marriage proposal to Alina blew her away. At a 
Sunday morning worship service at the Antioch Church in Long Beach (where they had 
initially met), the pastor called Jonny up to speak. Imagine how surprised Alina felt when 
Jonny shared before the congregation of 100 about their relationship and how they met. 
Before walking back to his seat, Jonny knelt before Alina and proposed. It was a special 
moment for her, along with her mother, two brothers, best f riends, students she serves, as 
well as a delightful moment for the congregation. She resoundingly accepted Jonny’s 
proposal. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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MAY BOARD REPORT 

BY DAVID CHENG, MODERATOR 

At the May meeting of your Board, Sanaye Nagami, Chair of  our Missions 
Committee, gave a presentation about some of the group’s current projects. The 
committee has discussed ways to help staff members of the Oasis Chapel Rifu 
Christian Church in Japan to enjoy a time of rest and recreation f rom their work 
with victims of  the Tsunami. The committee is also overseeing the Adventures in 
Life Short-Term Missions Project in Mexico to take place in July. 

A new Perspectives class will start up this fall. Plans are underway to send 
people to this year’s Urbana Student Missions Conference f rom Thursday, 
December 27 to Monday, December 31 [Early Bird registration deadline for the 

$75 deposit is Sunday June 17. Contact Pastor Chris Koga. Applications in the Narthex]. This is 
certainly a busy group of dedicated people. 

Adam Marshall presented an initial proposal to undertake a GVBC history book project as part 
of  the 100th Anniversary of GVBC in 2014. We discussed some of  the research necessary to 
produce this comprehensive work. 

Jim Kawashima’s Treasurer’s Report highlighted concerns about the drop in income which our 
church experienced during the f irst few months of 2012. We noted that giving was signif icantly 
lower than expected. As a result, expenses exceeded income f rom January through March. 
April turned out to be a better month. Cumulative income for the year is slightly above 
cumulative expenses. Hopefully, this trend will continue for the remainder of  the year. 

Your Board passed a motion to accept several individuals f rom the Nichigo congregation as 
new members. We have been blessed to have many people joining our congregation in recent 
months, especially f rom the Nichigo group. At the same time, the Board removed several 
individuals f rom the membership roll who recently passed away. 

Your Board also approved a plan to send a letter to Union Bank expressing our concerns about 
the impact of a potential sale of its nearby property on our parking covenant. 

Until next month . . .  

David Cheng, 
Moderator 

In January 2010, Jonny and Alina were married at GVBC. Alina feels fortunate to have married her best 
f riend. “I love Jonny’s integrity,” she shared. “In every situation, Jonny is always himself . He’s a good 
spiritual leader and encourages me in my walk and ministry.”  Alina also delights in Jonny’s great sense 
of  humor. 

One of His family 

As of January 2012, Alina’s ministry includes being a Member-at-Large on the church Board. Initially 
reluctant, Alina is grateful for the encouragement she received f rom Dr. Paul Hirano (past Board 
Moderator) and Matt and Lauren Butt about accepting the position. Their support helped lead her to 
accept the position. Since Alina became a Member-at-Large, she has enjoyed learning more about 
GVBC. It’s especially exciting for her to learn how GVBC is continually reaching out and extending into 
the community and world. 

God’s compassion, love and grace 

One of  Alina’s favorite Bible passages is Psalm 103 which reminds her of God’s compassion, love, and 
grace which He bestows upon us, but which we don’t deserve. 

“He has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.” 

Alina marvels how God’s grace is amazing and how far He extends Himself  to us with his boundless, 
unconditional love. She feels truly blessed to be one of His children as well as part of the GVBC Family. 

(Profile: Alina Lucas Continued from page 2) 
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OUR MISSION FIELD 

Ken and Diane Kudo 

After being away for two and a half  months, the Kudos are back in Brazil. Since coming home, the 
Kudos have had numerous opportunities to evangelize and disciple people. 

The most recent event for Ken was preaching a message on the risen Lord and King at a funeral. At the 
funeral, Ken mentioned how our earthly life is but a vapor, but eternity is forever. Ken spoke about how 
through faith in Christ, one can receive a heavenly passport. Ken spoke how the deceased received his 
heavenly passport when he accepted the Lord two weeks before his passing.  

"Please pray that we can reach the unreached with 'the power f rom on high,' make disciple makers, and 
send more missionaries to the unreached peoples in Southeast Asia," writes Ken. 

Thank you for keeping the Kudos in your prayers. 

Donald L. Moon, World Gospel Mission 

On the part of World Gospel Mission I want to express our deep appreciation to the congregation of  
Gardena Valley Baptist Church for their support of  the ministry of  Dr. Sheryl Takagi Silzer. Because of  
your generosity, Dr. Silzer was able to guide us in a Cultural Self -Discovery process which will help us 
to understand and ref lect the image of God in our multicultural teams. By covering her airfare you made 
it possible for this event to be held. Funds were otherwise not available for her travel costs. 

The event was hosted by a multicultural team in Spain which is sponsored by a church in Egypt and 
focuses on reaching Arab immigrants f rom Northern Africa that live in Spain. Nationalities present 
includes people f rom Colombia and Venezuela, South America, Egypt, Spain, and the U.S. as well as a 
ministry in Argentina. People f rom the highest levels of  our organization participated in the training and 
the impact will no doubt be felt in other regions of  the world as the biblical concepts are incorporated 
into the training of  missionaries. We commend you for your vision to bless and encourage people f rom 
other organizations through your giving. Sincerely in Christ, Donald L. Moon, Special Assignment World 
Gospel Mission. 

San Telmo, Mexico Mission Trip May 19 — 20, 2012 

God’s guiding hands were with the team who went on 
a short-term mission trip to San Telmo Christian 
School, a migrant camp, and inmates at the 
Ensenada jail. In the migrant camp they visited over 
100 families living in shacks. Inside each home, they 
prayed and passed out rice, sugar and beans. 

At the San Telmo Church and School, they taught 
English, built a new playground, and distributed 

shoes, clothes and toys, serving 400 people in the community and 
providing medical services. Last April a foundation was laid for a 
new school house for children f rom preschool to f ifth grade. 

At the Ensenada jail they fed 350 inmates 
and distributed care packages, led worship, 
and prayed for the men. Some of  the team 
members also gave moving 
and emotional testimonials. 
During an altar call, 50 men 
came forward and accepted 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Medical services was also 
offered to those in need. 

(far R) Jim Kawashima prays for a 

family along with two members of 

the San Telmo Mission team 

Distributing shoes 

At the Ensenada jail 
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FAMILY NEWS 

Baby announcement 

 

� Daniela Kiyoko Glinn was born on Thursday, April 5. Little 

Daniela was 7 lbs. 6 oz. and she was 18.5 inches long. Proud 
parents are Derrick & Dawn Glinn. Big sister Dorina helped 
welcome her new sister home. 

 

Letters to our church family 

� Dear Church Family:  Thank you for your prayers of  concern, get-well cards, words of 

encouragement, and meals during the past month while I was recovering f rom coronary bypass 
surgery. Special thanks to Pastor Steve and Pastor Annette for their prayer support, to the church 
for the beautiful floral arrangement, and to my men’s community group, and adult basketball and 
men’s fellowship groups.  Gratefully, Bob Yahiro. 

� Thank you for the use of  the GVBC Sanctuary and Community Hall. We appreciate the many 

kindnesses shown to our family [during the funeral services for Jim Kitano, Judi’s brother]. 
Blessings, Judi and Ray & Tosh Kitano 

� Dear GVBC Family, Thank you so much for the lovely f lowers. They were so colorful and cheered 

me up. Thank you Pastor Steve for coming to the hospital to pray for my surgery and thank you 
Pastor Ron for coming to visit me in the hospital. I’m so thankful for your prayers and I’m so 
fortunate to be a part of this wonderful, caring church. With appreciation, Yoshiko Rock 

� Dear Friends, On behalf  of  the City of  Gardena, we would like to extend our thanks for your donation 

of  $500 [f rom our LOVE fund], 55 bag and 2 boxes of food and 2 cases of  diapers. Your support of  
our Emergency Food Pantry Program is crucial in allowing us to continue in our mission to address 
the issue of  hunger in Gardena. May we continue in this extraordinary partnership and work toward 
easing hunger. Sincerely, Deryl Lloyd, Superintendent of Recreation/Human Services/Building 
Maintenance, by Lydia S. James, Community Services Counselor 

In the News 

� GVBCer Patty Yanaga’s picture was spotted in the Thursday, May 31 Gardena Valley News in an 
article titled “Don’t forget to vote.” Patty was pictured with three other women who are members of  
the Gardena City Clerk’s off ice and the Voter Advisory Board. The article reminded voters to get out 
to the polls to vote. Patty is the chief deputy city clerk for the City of  Gardena. 

HIS LITTLE FEET 

INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

PERFORMED AT GVBC 

His Little Feet International Children’s Choir 

performed at GVBC on Sunday, May 27. The choir 

of  14 children f rom ages 7 to 12 came f rom Ethiopia 
and Honduras. The children are participating in His 

Little Feet’s nationwide “Reaching For You” 

International Children’s Choir Tour. They 

presented an energetic, culturally unique 

Gospel-centered program, bringing attention to the 

plight of millions of orphaned and vulnerable children 

living in the world today. His Little Feet impacts the 
lives of thousands of children in need worldwide. Our 

GVBC family donated near $10,000 to His Little Feet 

to help orphaned children which will change their 

lives forever. 
Phyllis Miller with 
one of the children 

(L back row) Nancy & Pastor Steve Langley 
with Mike & Christa Hahn and the children 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in the 
subject line]. You can also contact event 
leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

 
� Graduation Recognition Sunday, June 10 both services. 
� Driftwood Healthcare Center Outreach 

Saturday, June 16, 1:50 — 3:10 p.m. in Torrance. Join us 
for a visit with the residents of Driftwood Healthcare 
Center. We will make a small craft and spend time with the 
residents. For more information, please contact Jodie 
Rivera at Jodie_Yoshida@yahoo.com or see the flyer in 
the Narthex. 

� JCI Carnival 
Sunday, June 24, 4:00 – 9:30 PM, six volunteers per 
two-hour shif t. For shif t information or to sign up contact 
Barbara Moncada via the church office. 

� OASIS 
OASIS will be taking a summer break until September. 
The last OASIS will be on Wednesday, June 27, 7:00 pm. 

� Office Closed Wednesday, July 4 Federal Holiday 
� GVBC Bilingual Worship Service 

Saturday, July 14, 7:00pm, Sanctuary. This is a once-a-
month bilingual worship service held every second 
Saturday of each month. Refreshments served in Room 
201 af ter the service. Everyone welcome!  Next Bilingual 
Worship Service will be held on August 11. Contact  
Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net. 

� Baptism Sunday July 15 
� Job Club Seminar 

Saturday, August 11, 9:00 a.m. to  3:00 p.m., Room 250. 
� Seminarian Golf Tournament 

Monday, August 13, Rio Hondo Golf Club, 10627 Old 
River School Road, Downey, CA. 90241. Fee: $150. Early 
Bird: $125 by July 15. Our Seminarian Golf Tournament is 
to give financial assistance to GVBC pastoral interns 
attending accredited seminaries who are intent on 
becoming licensed pastors, educators in religious studies, 
and Christian counselors. You don’t play golf?  You can 
still participate by becoming a T-sponsor with a donation of 

KidZone Friday Night 
1st thru 5th Grade 
7:00 — 8:30 p.m. 
Community Hall  

 
June 8 — Bring a Friend & Pretzels Night/Ogreland 
June 15 — Card Relay/Father’s Day Craf t 
June 22 — Sockey 
June 29 — Kickball Basketball 
 

Contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 689,email: susan@gvbc.net 

$100 per T sign that will be placed on the golf course and 
at the clubhouse during the tournament banquet.             
T-sponsors come f rom local business advertisements and 
church members or f riends who want to remember a 
person with “In Honor of” or “In Memory of.” Also needed 
are raff le gift donors of golf equipment, accessories, 
apparel, lessons; gift certificates to local restaurants and 
businesses; tickets to sporting events (Lakers, Clippers, 
Dodgers, USC, UCLA, etc.); merchandise, small 
appliances, gift baskets, etc. Volunteers also needed to 
help out during the tournament. Tournament Director: Tak 
Shimazaki takshim@yahoo.com. For player registration: 
Teresa & Bill Louie talouie@hotmail.com. T-sponsors: 
Harvey Ujimori hujimoir@sbcglobl.net. Volunteers: Frank 
Nakamura akira777@sbcglobal.net. See website for 
registration form and more details. 

� Baby and Child Dedication 
Sunday, August 19 

� Perspectives 

Monday, September 17 to Monday, January 14, 2013 
(excluding 12/24 & 12/31), 6:30 — 9:30 p.m., Room 218-
220 

� Primetimer’s Tours 

•Oak Glen a la Mode — Thursday, September 20; 
approx. cost is $78/person which includes the bus, lunch, 
and shopping at Oak Tree Village and Los Rios Ranch. 

•Follies in Palm Springs — Wednesday, November 14; 

approx. cost is $139/person which includes the bus, lunch, 
and the Fabulous Follies performance. 

•If you would like to sign up for either event, please 
contact Keiko Imatomi via the church office. 

� Urbana Student Missions Conference Thursday, 

December 27 to Monday, December 31 [Early Bird 
registration deadline for the $75 deposit is Sunday, 
June 17. Contact Pastor Chris Koga. Applications in the 
Narthex] 

Youth Ministry 
 

180 High School Short-Term Mission Trip to Long Beach 
— Saturday, June 23 to Friday, June 29 
 

Youth Summer Camp — Sunday, August 5 to Friday,    
August 10. Finished 6th to finished 11th grades. Alpine 
Conference Center, Blue Jay. Applications available at the 
office. 
 

Contact any high school leader or Daniel Matsuda, ext. 681, 
daniel@gvbc.net. 
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Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, Editor: Susan J. Shelley, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm, 

Nichigo Website: www.gvbc.info. The Spirit is published twice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of the church and to report news about GVBC 
and its people. Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 

Issue 10 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, June 20. 
Hard copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community 
Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, June 17. 

 

GVBC SCHOLARSHIPS 

Christian Service 

This college scholarship is given as an encouragement to those who use their Spiritual gif ts in Christian 
service. Up to $750 will be awarded. Applications are available in the Narthex. 

Seminarian 

This scholarship is for members of  GVBC who have been in good standing for at least 2 years, are 
attending an accredited seminary compatible with the teachings of  GVBC, and have prior approval f rom 
Senior Pastor. 

Deadline for both scholarships is June 20. 

Contact Wendy Nakano, ext. 672 or email her at: wendy@gvbc.net [scholarship title in subject line]. 

Vacation Bible School 

July 23 — 27 

9:00 a.m. To 12:15 p.m. 

Finished Preschool to f inished 5th Grade 

Registration available af ter the worship services in the Courtyard or with any Sunday school teacher. 
Also, available at the church office and on the website at: www.gvbc.net (click on Ministries then 
Registration Form). Spaces are f illing up fast so register ASAP. 

We need your help! 

We need donations for craf t supplies, decorating supplies, ref reshments for our VBS Staff , and your time. 
We also need volunteers to help teach, help out in the classrooms, to be mighty prayer warriors or actors 
to perform in the VBS daily skits during the morning assembly. 

Flyers with the signup forms are available on the Narthex information counter. To sign up, fill out the 
registration form and return to the VBS box in the Narthex or place it in the offering bag on Sunday 
mornings. You can also come by the office. 

Volunteer signup forms available in the Narthex at the information table. Any questions contact Sandy 
Tsukamoto at tsukamotos@sbcglobal.net. 
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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 

 

Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

James Chang , Assis tan t Pasto r — Wo rship, ex t. 682 

Annette Kakimo to, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Developmen t, ex t. 680  

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Youth, ex t. 681 

Ron  Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Teaching , ext. 679 

Eiji Osato , Associate Pastor  — Nichigo , ext. 676 

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children ’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

J.J . Frey, Worship  Coordinato r (pt)  

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Linda Matsuda — Direc tor  Early  Childhood, ext. 683 (pt)  

Layne Wakuta, Pasto ral In tern  — Junior  High , ex t 684 (pt)  

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tan t, ext. 675  

Jan  Magnani, Secretary, ex t. 671 

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo  Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt)  

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt)  

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor  ex t. 673 (pt)  

Kevin Hatashi ta, Main tenance Asst. ( pt)  

Socorro  “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

Kevin Maeda, Main tenance Ass t. (pt)  

Gerald  Mayewaki, Main tenance Asst. (pt)  

Andrew Sunada, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45am & 10:45am 

� Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service@10:45am Sanctuary  
 
 

Series: Study in John 13:31-17:26 
 

Sunday, June 10/Graduate Recognition 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Sorrow into Joy 

John 16:17-33 
 

Sunday, June 17/Father’s Day/Hula Performance 
Both worship services in the Community Hall 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ Jesus Prays for Himself 
John 17:1-5 

 
Sunday, June 24 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ Jesus Prays for His Disciples/All 
John 17:6-26 

 
English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 


